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Student Fee Review Board Update – Fall 2013 
November 19, 2013 

Mission 
The mission of the University Technology Fee Advisory Board shall be to provide guidance and advice in 

the implementation and application of technology at Colorado State University; to review all allocation 

requests of the University Technology Fee; and to ensure that all allocations of the University Technology 

Fee will be used to provide technology that has the potential to benefit as many Colorado State University 

students as possible. (UTFAB Bylaws)  
 

History 
The University Technology Fee was created by the ASCSU Senate in April 2003, and was first assessed the 

following fall.  Originally instituted at $10/semester, the fee was increased in 2008 to $15/semester at the 

recommendation of the students on the UTFAB, with unanimous support from the SFRB.  The fee is 

assessed to all students taking at least one credit in a given semester, including summer and distance 

education students.  At current assessment and enrollment levels, the fee collects about $1.3m per fiscal 

year. 

The fee was conceived to provide for a better balance between college-specific and central IT through 

funding for a robust student information system, modern instructional technology in general assignment 

classrooms, and technology in Morgan Library’s public computer lab.  Additionally, the student board 

members have allocated over $1.2m in fees in the last five years to support the University’s wireless 

network infrastructure. 

Expenditures 
 

          FY09-FY14 Six Year Summary 
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Process 
The UTFAB meets nearly every week during fall and spring semesters.  Each fall, previously funded projects 

are asked to provide the board members with an update on their activities and an accounting for their 

expenses.  Each spring, funding proposals for following-fiscal-year funds are entertained.  Contingent 

upon available unallocated funds, “supplemental” funding proposals are accepted throughout the year. 

The board takes two votes on every presented proposal.  The first, a legitimacy vote, is conducted to 

determine the project’s compliance with the funding criteria specified in the UTFAB Bylaws (see below).  

The second final vote is conducted for funding approval.  Each spring semester, the entire budget for the 

following fiscal year is presented to the Student Fee Review Board for endorsement. 

Funding Criteria 
1. The project’s ability to benefit as many Colorado State 
University students as possible; 
2. The project’s ability to effectively utilize the fee; 
3. The project proposal is not funded through individual 
college Charges for Technology; 
4. The project’s adherence to its planned budget and 
accountability for its expenses throughout the past fiscal 
year, if appropriate; 
5. The project’s potential for direct student use; 
6. The effort, thought, justification and clarity reflected in 
the project plan and presentation; 

7. The justification for the project provided to the Board in 
the form of quantitative student usage information; 
8. The level of financial co-sponsorship being contributed to 
the project by the University; 
9. The project's contribution to the overall balance between 
central and distributed technology in the University 
information technology environment; 
10. The proposed technology or service is not currently 
provided through other University Technology Fee-funded 
projects; 
11. The costs and potential benefits of the project. 

 

Important Notes 
 2013-2014 Leadership 

o Lance Li Puma, Chair 

o Jason Berlinberg, Vice Chair 

o Bianca Lenski, Secretary 

o Pat Burns, VPIT, Advisor 

o Jason Huitt, UTFAB Liaison 

o Scott Baily, ACNS Director 

 FY14 is the first year since the fee was last increased in 2008 that revenue projections were not 

sufficient to meet the demand for funds in proposed projects. 

o FY14 requests exceeded revenue by $144,000. 

o FY15 projected requests will exceed revenue by at least $123,000. 

 Since 2008, SIS expenditures have increased 13.6%. 

o The Registrar predicts SIS inflation rate of 5% annually through 2020. 

o Since 2008, the University Technology Fee has absorbed all salary increase and production 

support inflation costs. 

 University Technology Fee expenditures on wireless network infrastructure have increased 84% 

since 2008. 

o A wholesale upgrade of the wireless network in buildings containing general assignment 

classrooms, in addition to the Library, is projected to have a one-year cost of $1.5m. 

Summary 
UTFAB’s members and advisors are proud of the value proposition for the University Technology Fee –

consistently delivering high quality, stable and innovative technology solutions to the benefit of as many 

CSU students as possible, while keeping the cost of these services to a minimum.  It has become clear in 

the last twelve months however that our ability to deliver value to students, meeting all requests for 

funding, has become diminished.  The student members of the board have embarked on a thorough 

discussion of this throughout the semester, and we look forward to providing an update to the SFRB on 

the outcome of these discussions as soon as they have concluded. 


